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SOBACTa	 Tirana Trials of CIA Agents

PSIPER,OCES	 Top Secrete liesol'eaxita frost Oa to DOA dated 13 so	 3953
Top Secret MAI log net dated ti Jan . . 2954

Li The trial of 8 CA Albanian agents whose capture end Upending tr401,
Imre originally announced by Redio Tirana on 29 December 3953 commenced on
5 April 1954. The trial lasted Approximately S days and eteUd pith the coa.
victim of all defendentss The folliming nemberts of Apple Teem were stateneed
to death by shootings Kesel	 Bzutits* (both recruited by former
King Zog personally)* Abeekt Ka	 Nam Sults Oani Malushi, and itapush Ago=
(a principal agent recruited by Apple TOM inside Albania). &mit liatianii a
gut'se and adviser recruited by ?7-,ciA4ses sentenced to death by hanging and
lbrehtn teleett4 a miner eoetet of Apple Team* ma sentenced to 10 years
prisonment. The sentences were oersted out apprmiattely 3$ April 1956

2. Three other members of the Awls Team are claimed * the opposition
to have been killed bantediataar upon landing* Two embers of the team time
remain unaccounted tore e.g. Tahir ?renal* the orlaina radio operator, end

Nikolla* leader of one of the sub-teeme. A very slight possibility re.
mtin* tbat these two most era still at large. More likely* however* they VIC%
killed in the ammo of their interrogations or else sentenced administratively
for reAtsing to co.operate at the trials*

3. The trials in effect were aimed at the United Statee in a propaganda
attempt to show that the United States wee the main organiser of all oliowlee.
tine activities against the Cosimunist Government in Albania. In view of WA,
0027 brief nation was made of the operational sepecte of the eginte l capture
and subsequent control) for mewla we are still 'without conflated information
as to the ditto when the tem came under opposition control.

it. The colleboration between the United Stetss end former Xing Zog
the recruitment of agents and mounting of agent team into Albania was diselMed*
In addition the close 'working relationship between Greece and the United States
las elaborated upon with eliecial emphasis on the alleged subordinate position
14.1.4 	 Zth= 7:Zow*1■174	 too t3uts	 ai•ai,410* al34 Zno relatlire
ease with which undocumented American agents are able to cross border awl
operate in these countries.
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50 Some intoSation concerning the method* ot trailing and the physical
location of holdlng areas for agents in Greece was made public. However,
most of the .4.41	 locations and methods of team envements have already
been changed'	remaining changes required are in the process of being
made. In addition, all of Apple Team's supplies and aquiPnent (weapons,

po*ns radio equipment, and gold) were captured and exhibited in
the court room during the trial. With retaid to CIA staff personnel, no
true names were disclosed during the trial except that of ,ç	 a eon-
tradbagent who left the c_	 u in the hal or 19516. Other (IA	 . •

personnel involved used only tiret.name piumiorwas in all contact* with
ageall•

60 with a view to counteilacting (at least 	 ) the internal
$tropagenda effect of the taw., a leaflet vas dropped in tram shortly after
the sentettees were executed, holding lip the condemned agents as martyrs to
the cause" cif.klbanien liberation. A Coto* leaflet ed'fort has been proposed
to the field and we are waiting field eminent* on this proposal.
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